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VIRTUAL WORKSHOP ON: 
“What is a Family Justice System For?” 

Coordinators:  
Bregje Dijksterhuis (Utrecht University), Mavis Maclean (University of Oxford) and Rachel Treloar (Keele University) 

 
10 – 11 September 2020 

 
 

PROGRAMME 
Thursday September 10 
10 am  Welcome from the SD Martin Ramstedt and Leire (Publications)  

Introduction to the aim and scope of the seminar, Mavis Maclean 

10.30 am Break  

10.45 am Session 1 

Chair  MM facilitator BD   What kinds of people with what kinds of conflicts come to the 
FJS? 

Paper 1 - Rachel Treloar: Recent Family Law Reforms and High Conflict post separation 
parenting disputes in Canada 

Paper 2 - Annette Kronberg and Christina Jeppeson de Boer: Cooperation in the Danish 
family Justice System   

Paper 3 - Bregje Dijksterhuis and Alexander Flos: Should family justice systems reflect 
social behaviour in the Netherlands in financial arrangements after divorce?     

12 am  Break 

12.15 am Session 2 

Chair MM  facilitator BD Extent and management of private decision making   

Paper 4 - Benoit Bastard: What is the purpose of family courts in France? Old and new 
reforms and the effects of the health crisis   

Paper 5 - Malgorzata Fuszara and Jacek Kurczewski: Family Issues before Courts  

Paper 6 - Teresa Piconto and Elena Lauroba: Which cases go beyond ADR to court?  

1.30 pm Lunch break 

2.30 pm Session 3 

Chair  RT  Facilitator BD  Where is the boundary between professional and lay advice and 
legal support in legally assisted lay decision making?   

Paper 7 - Masha Antokolskaia: Experimenting with Non Adversarial Procedure in the 
Netherlands   

Paper 8 - Lisa Webley: Family law students as assistants and/or advisers: is it more 
important to help or to learn?  

Paper 9 - Jane Krishnadas: CLOCK  
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Thursday September 10 (continuation) 
3.45 pm Break 

4.00 pm Session 4 

Chair BD facilitator RT  FJSs: New Developments 

Paper 10 - Julietta Marotta: A Fifth Wave of Access to Justice in the Family Law of Argentina 

Paper 11 - Verda Irtis: Raising questions on the Family Justice System in Turkey: beyond 
the Boundaries  

5.15 pm End of Day    

 
Friday September 11 
9.30 am Session 5 

Chair MM  facilitator BD Justice and welfare 

Paper 12 - Belinda Fehlberg: Australia’s Family Justice System : Vision and reality 

Paper 13 - Thomas Meysen: A binding setting for alternative dispute resolutions    

Paper 14 - Barbara Willenbacher: The influence of the German Family Law system on the 
development of family norms 

11.00 am Break 

11.30 am Session 6 

Family Courts and Family Change   Chair RT Facilitator BD 

Paper 15 - Michelle Cottier and Bindu Sahdeva: Implementing gender equality as an aim 
of the Swiss Family Justice System 

Paper 16 - Eva Ryrstedt: Adults forming a star family: the consequences for them and their 
children 

12.30am Break 

1.00 pm Closing session: Chair MM facilitator RT 

Encarna Roca Trias (Justice, Vice President of the Spanish Constitutional Court): Closing 
observations  

Mavis Maclean: Overview of issues arising and future plans 

2 pm  End of Workshop  

Possible break out sessions  
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